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LANDGATE — LAND TITLES SYSTEM 

Statement by Minister for Lands 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Lands) [9.17 am]: I would like to inform the house 

that a new measure to improve the integrity and strength of the Western Australian land titles system will be 

introduced transitionally from 1 July 2012. Landgate’s “Registrar and Commissioner of Titles Joint Practice: 

Verification of Identity”, dated 20 June 2012, sets out the minimum standard of identification for landowners 

and others who sign a range of real property documents that are later lodged at Landgate. 

The best opportunity to prevent fraud is before documents affecting Western Australia’s land titles are executed 

and lodged at Landgate. This practice specifies the types of documents that require verification of identity. The 

standard set out in the practice is based on providing original identity documents with photographs at a face-to-

face meeting. The practice is intended to reduce the opportunity for successful land title fraud and other 

improper dealings in the Western Australian Torrens land title system. The practice is also intended to reduce the 

risk of successful claims for compensation against industry participants, and against the state under the Transfer 

of Land Act 1893. 

Furthermore, the practice outlined in the policy is based upon the proposals for verification of identity being 

considered for introduction as part of a National Electronic Conveyancing System. The next six months will see 

a transitional implementation of the practice with full compliance expected by January 2013. It is a timely 

reminder to all those involved in the real property industry that they need to be vigilant in all steps of the land 

conveyancing process. The practice aims to not only reduce the risk of land title fraud, but also build confidence 

in the community and property industry. Western Australians can feel reassured that these new standards of this 

practice will assist further in verifying the identity of persons who have the authority to deal with property titles. 

 


